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called c nomads '. Even now we have some nomada
in many countries, including India, like the gypsies.
People must have settled down near great rivers,
for the land near the rivers was very rich and good
for agriculture. There was plenty of water and it was
easy to grow food on the land. So we suppose that
people settled in India near the great rivers like the
Indus and Ganges; and in Mesopotamia near the rivers
Tigris and Euphrates; and in Egypt near the river
Nile; and so also in China*
In India the earliest race about which we know
anything is the Dravidian race. Later, as we shall
see, the Aryans came, and the Mongolians in the
East. Even now most of the people Jiving in South
India are descended from the Dravidians, They are
darker in colour than the northern people because
perhaps the Dravidians have been touch longer in
India, The Dravidians were very advanced people
and had their own languages and carried on a lot of
business with other people, But we arc going too fast
ahead.
In those early days a new race was developing in
central and western Asia and eastern Europe. This
is called the Aryan race* In Sanskrit there is the
same word ^rw (Arya), meaning a gentleman or a
high born person. As Sanskrit was one of the
languages of the Aryan peoples, this means that they
considered themselves very gentlemanly and high
born! They were apparently quite as vain as people